
Preparing to Teach Multilingual Learners: 
A Teacher Walkthrough of the Prepare to Read and Read Routines

myPerspectives provides rich texts and thoughtfully designed routines. Every teacher brings deep knowledge 
of their students’ languages, experiences, and strengths. This walkthrough offers a close look at two routines, 
Prepare to Read and Read, through the lens of multilingual learner access. It highlights how teachers can 
internalize and personalize what’s already in the Teacher’s Edition and digital tools to build on what students 
already know.

The example that follows shows one way a teacher notices language opportunities, connects supports across 
print and digital resources, and amplifies student voice. Use this as inspiration to explore your own materials 
and reflect on how language and learning come together in your classroom.

The following pages are an invitation to see and leverage myPerspectives core routines as a living teaching 
companion that grows with your students.

Text Complexity 
Rubric Objectives at a Glance Prepare to Read and 

Language Lab

Read, 
Language Coach, and

Language Support 
Lesson

Notice Connect Prepare Reflect

Observe what the materials 
already provide to support 
access and language.

Relate these supports to 
your students’ strengths 
and experiences.

Consider how you might 
emphasize or adapt these 
opportunities during instruction.

Revisit through a student’s lens. What moments might 
feel confusing or engaging? Consider how your 
instruction fosters belonging and language growth.

1 2 3 4

Key Steps in This Example: 

A Lens for Processing:
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Clarify what students will 
know and be able to do.

Identify what makes the text 
rich and accessible.

Activate prior knowledge 
and concept vocabulary.

Reinforce and extend 
academic language during 

and after reading.



How can this text build language and 
connect themes across the unit?

The Selection Overview helps me see why this text matters 
and how it connects to the unit’s essential question. I use it to 
find moments where students can talk, write, and build 
language through discussion and performance tasks.

Selection 
Overview

Reflect

When I reflect, I return to the Why this text? section to make sure 
my teaching stays focused on purpose. Revisiting that helps 
me center both meaning and language growth, so students 
see how each reading experience connects to the larger 
learning journey.

4

Notice

I notice how this text fits into the larger unit story and theme. 
There are key moments for progress monitoring, and I can be 
intentional about how students build toward the unit goals by 
aligning this text with performance tasks, assessments, and 
exit tickets.

1

Connect

I think about how the text’s theme and purpose link to my 
students’ experiences and interests. When I make those 
connections visible, it helps students enter the conversation 
with confidence and connect their own stories to what we’ll 
read and discuss.

2

Prepare

I prepare by thinking beyond this lesson, looking ahead to how 
this text supports long-term writing and performance tasks. I 
plan ways to revisit its ideas and language throughout the unit 
so students can build understanding over time.

3
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What language opportunities does 
this rubric reveal for my students?

The Text Complexity Rubric in the Selection Overview helps me 
see how each text invites and challenges readers. I come back 
to it as students read, using the qualitative notes to guide 
language support and extend understanding.

Text 
Complexity 

Rubric

Reflect

I think about how they might experience the text through these 
supports. When I hear them using dialogue purposefully in 
their talk or writing, I know the scaffolds are helping them 
understand and apply language authentically.

4

Notice

I notice the rubric calls out shifts in structure and language 
clarity. Right away I am thinking about how this text moves 
between English and a few Spanish phrases. Several of my 
students naturally use both languages when they talk about 
sports, so that could be an entry point. I want to lift that as a 
strength that connects their everyday talk to what they will 
see in the text.

1

Connect

This section on Knowledge Demands reminds me that some 
students already know the rhythm and slang of basketball. 
They might connect with the narrator’s voice quickly. I can lean 
on their familiarity and invite them to explain a term such as 
pick-up game to classmates. I am also thinking of Sofia, who is 
newer to the class but loves team sports. This might be a 
moment to bring her in early.

2

Prepare

Before students read, I’ll start with the Language Support 
Lesson to preview how dialogue works to show character and 
emotion. This gives students language they can listen for as we 
read. Then, during reading, I’ll use the Language Coach to 
pause and model how an author’s word choice shapes tone in 
real time.

3
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Reflect

As I revisit these objectives during the unit, I think about how my 
students are showing progress in their language use and 
comprehension. I want to notice which routines help them express 
their ideas most confidently so I can bring more of those moments 
into future lessons.

4

Notice

I notice that the objectives highlight skills my students already use 
in conversation and storytelling, such as summarizing, analyzing, 
and drawing conclusions. These goals remind me that my students 
come to the text with existing language and ways of making 
meaning that I can build on.

1

Connect

As I look at the routines tied to these objectives, I think about when I 
have seen students demonstrate similar strengths. For example, 
when they discuss characters from a film or family story, they 
naturally cite examples and explain their reasoning. I can connect 
those everyday skills to how we cite textual evidence here.

2

Prepare
I review which objectives repeat across lessons so I can anticipate 
where students will have more than one chance to practice. 
Knowing those opportunities helps me decide when to lean in with 
extra language modeling or sentence frames. It also helps me 
celebrate growth when students meet a goal they have seen 
before.

3

How do the objectives and routines 
guide my focus for supporting 
multilingual learners?

The Objectives at a Glance in the Lesson Overview helps me 
see what students are working toward and where language fits 
into that learning. It shows me which routines and standards 
repeat so I can spot opportunities for practice and mastery 
across the text. 

Objectives at 
a Glance
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How can I prepare students to 
engage with the text by connecting 
new vocabulary to what they 
already know?

The Prepare to Read routine helps me introduce students to 
the ideas and language of a new text. Concept Vocabulary
builds access to complex ideas while connecting new words to 
what students already know. 

Prepare to 
Read and 

Language Lab

Reflect

When I think about this through my students’ eyes, I imagine 
how they might feel encountering new vocabulary that 
connects to their home language. Recognizing cognates can 
give them confidence as they read, and I want to notice where 
that confidence shows up in their talk, comprehension, or 
willingness to take risks with new words. 

4

Notice

I notice the Concept Vocabulary section highlights words that 
carry emotional or figurative meaning such as stunned and 
instinct. I see the Language Lab provides examples, cognates, 
and sentence frames that can help students connect these 
words to experiences they already have.

1

Connect

When I look at these words, I think about moments when 
students have described surprises or feelings in their own 
stories. That is my opening because I can connect those 
experiences to these new terms before reading. I can also use 
cognates to build confidence for students who use Spanish or 
other languages at home.

2

Prepare

Before students read, I will focus on the cognates in the 
Language Lab and have students say them aloud in English, 
Spanish, or other home language. This will help them 
recognize meaning through sound and structure. I will save 
the full Language Lab lesson for Study Language and Craft so 
students can revisit these same words with deeper analysis. 

3
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How do I use reading supports to 
guide students in exploring how 
language shapes meaning?

The Read routine helps me guide students to uncover meaning 
through language. Using the Language Coach and/or 
Language Support Lesson, I can model how language shapes 
understanding and give students space to practice expressing 
ideas as they read. 

Read, 
Language 

Coach, and 
Language 

Support Lesson

Reflect

If I look at this page through my students’ eyes, I imagine they 
would recognize the energy of the story but might miss how 
the narrator shifts perspective mid-story. That could feel 
confusing at first. I can plan to pause there and ask who is 
telling the story now so students can track the shift without 
losing the meaning.

4

Notice

I notice that the Language Coach focuses on how dialogue 
reveals a character’s tone and intent. I preview a few 
examples so I can decide which lines to highlight during 
reading. These cues help me model how authors use 
language to show what characters think and feel.

1

Connect

I review the Language Support Lesson and think about what 
my students already know about conversation. They often 
use dialogue naturally in storytelling or classroom talk, so I can 
connect that skill to how authors craft dialogue in text. I’ll 
remind them that they already use many of these same 
language moves.

2

Prepare

Before students read, I’ll start with the Language Support Lesson 
to preview how dialogue works to show character and 
emotion. This gives students language they can listen for as we 
read. Then, during reading, I’ll use the Language Coach to 
pause and model how an author’s word choice shapes tone in 
real time.

3
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